
                     
 

OPEN NATURE GARDENS WEEKEND 
 

Margaret River. October 16-17. Tickets $10 
 
Come and visit some amazing and inspiring nature gardens over one weekend in the Margaret River 
region! All profits go back into nature conservation in the community. Tour the properties, meet the 
gardeners and get their top tips for creating a nature-friendly, water-wise, sustainable and 
ecologically-rich garden packed with habitat for wildlife and pollinators. From bush blocks and rural 
properties to suburban and coastal gardens, there’s something for everyone! Visit all eight gardens 
over the one weekend, or pick and choose the ones of most interest. 
 
Tickets: https://www.natureconservation.org.au/events/open-nature-gardens-weekend/ 
 
 

TIMES AND ADDRESSES AT A GLANCE 
 
Garden 1 & 2: Open Saturday October 16, 9am-12noon 

1. Tiny native garden in a suburban front yard – with every species found within 10km 
Address: 56 The Boulevard, Margaret River 

2. Eradicating arum lily and revegetating a riverfront bush block 
Address: 1/5962 Caves Road, Margaret River 

Garden 3 & 4: Open Saturday October 16, 1pm-4pm 
3. A steep, no-irrigation bush garden in the Dunsborough hills three decades in the making  

Address: 208 Yungarra Drive, Quedjinup 
4. From cape weed to packed with wildlife, this garden stunner is well worth a wander 

Address: 3 Sloan Drive, Dunsborough 
 
Garden 5 & 6: Open Sunday October 17, 9am-12noon 

5. A Cowaramup gem blending nature and edibles 
Address: 7 Honeytree Grove, Cowaramup 

6. A revegetation work-in-progress garden on the banks of the Margaret River 
Address: 12 Ellen Place, Margaret River 

 
Garden 7 & 8: Open Sunday October 17, 1pm-4pm 

7. A lush and landscaped native and wildlife garden on Karri Loop  
Address: 13 Karri Loop, Margaret River 

8. Boyd and Karen’s bird and bandicoot urban refuge  
Address: 15 Edward Place, Margaret River 

  
  

https://www.natureconservation.org.au/events/open-nature-gardens-weekend/


FULL PROGRAM 
 
Welcome to the inaugural Open Nature Gardens Weekend! Thank you so much for supporting this 
Nature Conservation Margaret River Region event, which is part of the For Nature Landowner 
Stewardship Program – aimed at helping you give nature a hand at your place! We hope you find 
plenty of useful info, tips, ideas and inspiration by visiting these gardens and apply some of them on 
your property. You can register with our For Nature program for free at 
https://www.natureconservation.org.au/for-nature/, where you can also find a wealth of info, 
resources, free workshops, equipment hire and grants for conservation work.  
 
Please read these guidelines to help your weekend go smoothly: 
- Gardens are only open during the times listed on the program 
- Toilet facilities are not available so please use the loo before your visit 
- Dogs will not be admitted to gardens 
- You will need to drive or cycle to each garden – please car pool with friends if possible and 
park on the road or verge outside each garden 
- Bring a water bottle to stay hydrated 
- The event will proceed even if it rains – just bring a raincoat or umbrella! 
- Closed shoes are recommended 
- Children under 16 are free with an accompanying adult who has a ticket 
- Please supervise young children at all times and be aware of hazards including steps, ponds 
and wildlife 
- Please print out your ticket or have it ready on your mobile phone to show our volunteers 
upon entry to each garden. Have a great weekend!  
 
 
 
SATURDAY MORNING 
Garden 1: Open Saturday October 16, 9am-12noon 
Tiny native garden in a suburban front yard – with every species found within 10km 
56 The Boulevard, Margaret River 
 
If you’ve got a typical suburban block close to 
town, you’ll find plenty of inspiration in Andrew 
Green’s native garden. His block is just 580 square 
metres and the native garden occupies the small 
front yard – but it’s home to more than 25 species 
of local natives. And when Andrew says local, he 
means it. “I only planted species that grow within 
10km of my place, and which would have been 
growing on or near my block before it was cleared. 
I've had some failures but in general it’s been super 
easy to achieve a yard full of local colour and 
biodiversity,” he says. Andrew only plants tube 
stock and always plants in winter. “I give them a bit of water for the first summer, and then they 
happily survive and thrive on their own! And the increase in wildlife has been amazing - shingleback 
lizards, frogs, ringtail possums, and a huge range of spiders now call the garden home,” he says. Some 
of his favourite species in the garden are ‘cockie's tongues’, couch honeypot banksia, ‘purple flags’ 
and various sedges. “I thought a native garden would be tough but it’s actually really easy to grow and 
maintain. It’s almost set and forget,” he says. 
 

https://www.natureconservation.org.au/for-nature/


Garden 2: Open Saturday October 16, 9am-12noon 
Eradicating arum lily and revegetating a riverfront bush block 
1/5962 Caves Road, Margaret River 
 
Ray Swartz is a local conservation warrior who’s 
dedicated years to eradicating arum lilies, stopping 
erosion and revegetating his bush block fronting the 
Margaret River. Now it’s a peaceful and inspiring 
haven filled with native plants and wildlife! Walk this 
magical property, with its wildlife-friendly garden and 
ponds around the house, extending into bushland 
down to the banks of the river. Ray’s philosophy is to 
think globally and act locally, tackling one bit at a time 
with dedication and persistence. “The entire 
ecosystem is interconnected and the riparian zone 
along the Margaret River is an especially unique 
place,” he said. “There are very few places like it in 
Australia – or the world – so it’s important we protect it.” On what keeps him so motivated, Ray simply 
said it was his love of Country. “I have such an appreciation for the river, the bush and the natural 
world as a whole, so what I’m doing along the Margaret River is bigger than the waterway; it’s about 
treating Country right," he said. Note: to find Ray’s place, turn into the McHenry Hohnen vineyard and 
cellar door from Caves Rd, follow the main entrance road for 300m and take the first bitumen road to the 
right, then park where the road ends in a cul-de-sac and Nature Conservation staff will direct you from here. 
 
 
 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
Garden 3:  Open Saturday October 16, 1pm-4pm 
A steep, no-irrigation bush garden in the Dunsborough hills three decades in the making  
208 Yungarra Drive, Quedjinup 
 
Tour this awesome five-acre property created by 
native gardening veterans Shirley and Graham 
Fisher. Their native garden merges into the bush 
on a steep slope, with pathways leading through 
the stunning marri and jarrah woodland teeming 
with wildlife. The couple have used a combination 
of natives with local provenance and from further 
afield in WA and Australia, while many plants are 
self-sown. “We don’t use any irrigation, so 
everything has to survive on its own,” Shirley says. 
Possums, bandicoots and kangaroos are regular 
visitors to the garden, as is a myriad of birdlife. 
“We have splendid fairy-wrens all around, and 
white-tailed cockatoos and parrots too,” Shirley says. The couple, who are originally from South Africa, 
have used logs to help terrace steep slopes and groundcovers to hold and shade the soil. “I came from 
South Africa with a love of native bush, which I transferred to the local species when I arrived here,” 
Shirley says. 
 
 
 



Garden 4:  Open Saturday October 16, 1pm-4pm 
From cape weed to packed with wildlife, this garden stunner is well worth a wander 
3 Sloan Drive, Dunsborough 
 
Once a bare paddock supporting little more than 
cape weed, Maree Hudson’s inspiring garden over 
5 acres has been transformed in the eight years 
she’s lived there. Filled with a mix of natives and 
Mediterranean species, garden beds were created 
from the bottom of the property up to the top, 
shaped in curves and blended with open space. 
She’s used natives for different textural and 
structural features in this chemical-free garden 
which relies on mulch to conserve water and 
reduce weeds. Logs, rocks and tree stumps create 
habitat, height and focal points, while a pond is a 
hive of life with tadpoles below the surface and 
birds drinking above. Kangaroos have been a challenge – so chat with Maree to get her top tips for 
preventing roos from eating your young plants!  
 
 
 
SUNDAY MORNING 
Garden 5: Open Sunday October 17, 9am-12noon 
A Cowaramup gem blending nature and edibles 
7 Honeytree Grove, Cowaramup 
 
Don’t miss this beautiful nature garden packed 
with species local to the Cowaramup area that 
takes inspiration from Edna Walling, one of 
Australia’s most influential landscape 
designers! It’s owned by Nicole Lincoln, who 
spends much of her time doing important 
environmental work for GeoCatch. But her 
spare time is spent in her garden, which is 
home to natives including the grasstree, 
kangaroo paw, pimelia, melaleuca, verticordia, 
plus various banksias, hakeas and a host of 
other flowering shrubs set on a 2000sqm block. 
This garden shows how a nature garden can 
also blend with edibles – it’s dotted with the 
occasional fruit tree. “We recently purchased this house as I fell in love with the garden design and 
the house,” says Nicole. “The previous owner gets full credit for the design and establishment of the 
garden. She tells me the garden design took inspiration from Edna Walling and that her husband 
wanted fruit trees, hence the mix of natives and fruit trees.” When it comes to wildlife, Nicole says 
there’s one highlight: birds! Plants were carefully chosen that attract and give shelter to small birds 
such as fantails, splendid and red-winged fairy wrens, golden whistlers and robins. “This garden is 
brilliant in all seasons and ever-changing in flowers, foliage and birdlife – such a joy and brings so much 
peace and happiness daily,” she says. 
 
 



Garden 6: Open Sunday October 17, 9am-12noon 
A revegetation work-in-progress garden on the banks of the Margaret River 
12 Ellen Place, Margaret River 
 
Are you interested in revegetating your bush 
block, rural property or suburban garden? Then 
come along to Ann Ward’s property fronting the 
Margaret River. Ann has spent several years 
eradicating arum lily and other weeds and 
revegetating her bush block with native species. 
While it’s still very much a work in progress, there is 
much to learn in this garden, including tips on when 
and how to replant successfully, what species to 
plant, identifying and controlling weeds, and 
protecting your plants from pests and wildlife. See 
how Ann has used logs to create terraces and slow 
down erosion; landscaped around the house using 
natives to create beauty with interesting form and structure while also being fire-wise; created a functional, 
enclosed edible garden; encouraged frogs with an awesome pond; and successfully replanted a section of 
the Margaret River bank with a fantastic variety of native species. Ann will be on hand to share stories of 
her successes – and failures. If you’re thinking of doing something similar at your place, this garden is a must-
see during the weekend! 
 
 
 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON 
Garden 7: Open Sunday October 17, 1pm-4pm 
A lush and landscaped native and wildlife garden on Karri Loop  
13 Karri Loop, Margaret River 
 
This stunning wildlife garden set on a 2000sqm 
block just west of Margaret River is a prime 
example of how to combine a stylish modern 
home with a healthy native garden with plenty of 
habitat for wildlife. Salli and her husband Pascal 
bought this property recently with a fully 
established garden, but the couple love being the 
custodians and have been busy learning about the 
native plants and animals that call their place 
home. “We’ve got bandicoots that come by in the 
evening and so many birds during the day,” Salli 
says. The home and garden are set around a large 
karri and two mature marri trees that were 
retained when the property was developed. Not only are they visually amazing but are important 
habitat trees. Importantly, the property is free from any major environmental weed species. A water 
feature provides a much-needed drink for thirsty wildlife during the hot summer months. And the 
plantings use a wide variety of native species, some with local provenance and others originating from 
further afield in WA. “We’re still learning all the species but we are loving the learning experience and 
would definitely recommend a garden like this,” Salli says.  
 
 



Garden 8: Open Sunday October 17, 1pm-4pm 
Boyd and Karen’s bird and bandicoot urban refuge  
15 Edward Place, Margaret River 
 
Lifelong conservationists Boyd Wykes and Karen 
Majer have turned their garden into an impressive 
urban sanctuary for native wildlife – especially 
birds! They have opened the garden to help 
promote a “conservation culture, where locals 
continue to value and do what’s required to 
maintain our highly unusual, distinctive urban 
wildlife richness”. Boyd's conservation journey 
has included a PhD on conserving a species of 
honeyeater, a post doctorate on regenerating 
jarrah forest, and managing environmental issues 
for the Department of Defence. Karen has held 
environment-related roles at England’s Imperial 
College, WA’s Environmental Protection Authority, the Maritime Museum and Rottnest Island 
Authority. Now retired and settled in Margaret River, they’ve created a haven for native wildlife on 
their 2700sqm block, which boasts an old Marri tree with hollows for brush tail possums; nesting boxes 
for birds, bats and possums; water for many species; ponds with aquatic vegetation and frog species; 
and birds – plenty of birds! Keep an eye out for the red-eared firetail, splendid and red-winged fairy-
wren, grey shrike thrush, golden whistler and white-breasted robin. Ask Boyd and Karen about 
maintaining a wildlife garden while owning a dog and a cat, and their work protecting owls and other 
species from harmful rodenticide! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks again, we hope you had a fabulous 
weekend! And don’t forget to register with 
our For Nature program for free at 
https://www.natureconservation.org.au/for-

nature/, where you can also find a wealth of 
info, resources, free workshops, equipment 
hire and grants for conservation work. 
 
For Nature is proudly supported by funding 
from the West Australian Government’s State 
Natural Resources Management Program, the 
Water Corporation and the Shire of Augusta 
Margaret River. 
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